
C O M M U N I T I E S  I N  S C H O O L S  O F  N E W  M E X I C O
Keeping Kids in School and on a Path of Success

“Miss Stephanie from CIS got me new clothes and shoes and every week my entire family gets
fresh groceries. � ings are better at home and working with my CIS academic tutor,

I am even getting better grades. Communities In Schools is the best.” 
–Aspen Community Magnet School Student

CIS Site Coordinator, Stephanie Walthers with Aspen Magnet School Students

Dear Friends, 

Dedicated CIS staff like Stephanie (pictured above) rely on your generosity and support so her students can 
come to school rested, nourished and prepared to learn. The educational success of Santa Fe’s most vulnerable 
students relies on CIS’s proven wrap-around services to remove barriers and help them reach their full potential. 

Winter can be an especially diffi cult time for children and families living in poverty. CIS’s Emergency Fund, 
supported by generous Santa Fe foundations, is keeping families from being evicted or having their utilities 
shut-off. New warm coats have been distributed to over one thousand students in need due to the exceptional 
generosity of several amazing CIS supporters.  And, our ongoing food drives are providing fresh and canned 
food, as well as warm dinners to families in need.  

All of us at CIS are working diligently to ensure Santa Fe’s most vulnerable children and youth are able to get 
to school nourished, healthy and ready to LEARN and SUCCEED. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP. 
YOUR GIFT TODAY will make a difference!

Warmly,

Julia Bergen
Executive Director

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6



CIS will do whatever it takes to ensure students have an equal chance
at staying in school and succeeding in school.

  

CIS Site Coordinator, Heather Sellers with Capital High School Students

C I S  G E T S  R E S U L T S
 
WHY DO SO MANY STUDENTS DROP OUT OF SCHOOL? For many students, poverty and disengagement are 
leading factors. In addition, according to Dr. James Lujan, the Associate Superintendent at Santa Fe Public Schools, 
one of the key root causes is “the lack of a meaningful relationship” with an adult.

CIS site coordinators provide intensive case management so that students can concentrate on staying in school 
and building a promising future. 

AT CAPITAL HIGH SCHOOL, CIS site coordinators Heather Sellers and Ivan Cornejo form caring, one-on-one rela-
tionships with their teenage students, giving much-needed guidance on everything from study plans to personal 
goals to job applications. Heather and Ivan work with each case managed student to create personalized supports 
including tutoring, small peer groups focused on social/emotional growth, career days and college tours, and 
other myriad opportunities to choose from. The combination of personal mentorship and CIS’s countless wrap-
around services keep students coming back to Capital High School, ready to attend class and walk down their 
path to success.

BEFORE  CIS presence at
Capital High School  (2012)

AFTER  3 years of  CIS presence 
at Capital High School (2015)

Success in College and Career Readiness 
Initiatives [such as college entrance exams, college-lev-

el courses, and readiness for technical certifications] among 

Economically Disadvantaged students.

74.3 % 84.1 %

Graduation Rate  among Economically

Disadvantaged students.
62.6 % 68.8 %

 Sources: NM Public Education Department’s 2013 and 2016 School Grade Report Cards for Capital High.


